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Th±s Is the SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY ISSUE of 
the LOM ORGANIZATION . 
There have been 21 issues 
called LIFE OF MONTY, and 
one each of STRENGTH 
THROUGH DIPLOMACY, DIP 
BOWL, FLYING CIRCUS, anil.. 



This looks like THE NATIONAL LIFER insofar as that's what this is, and it 
brought to you by oon Del Grande from 142 Eliseo Drive, Greenbrae, OA 
04004, phone (415) 461— 2692, but no call" between noon and midnight 
Pacific time. 



DOES PLAYING- AU5T£XA 
CAUSE CANCER? 



The University of 
California, San 
Francisco* s Medical 
Center and Stanford 
University have not 
to sec what effect playing Austria hag 
cancer rate. Therefore, it is apparent that these 
a closely guarded secret . Nobody at either institution 
"there has been a definite lack of Austrian wins in the 
and Austria tends to have an 'unliked' approach. For 
who draw Austria have a sudden gloom over them, and the 
other players usually team up on the Austrian player- We think that 
the Austrian position represents a subliminal danger to the others , as 
well as the actual player* After beginning experiments, we have found 
that lOO?& of ;ill of the rats that have played Diplomacy as Austria 
have developed cancer." However, nobody bothered to mention how many 
rats can actually play Diplomacy. Could this be another scientific 
discovery that these medical maniacs arc hiding? 
Let* r take a look at the facts 

1) Let's f;jcc f nets ... .when was the last time that John lloardman played 
an Austrian position? 
Sulf-accl.uiraed smoker Kuthy Byrne, 



been seen working on experiments 
on the national 
experiments are 
bus denied that 
past few years, 
example, people 



2) 

3) 



in 



MANIACAL, led a charge against 
Austria, and had a grudge against Austria in RETALIATION * s U5. 
Nobody at AH has denied that the real reason that the wooden blocks 
were removed from Diplomacy sets was because the Austrian blocks 
contain traces of Red Dye #2, 
All this evidence leads to one of two conclusions: either playing Austria 
causes cancer, OR we at the LIFER are a bunch of liars. Tell you what: 
according to the lav/ of dichotomy, it either is or Isn't the case that 
10 coins, when tossed, will all come up heads. I'll toss 10 coins; if 
they're all heads, then this stuff is a lie. Let's see. . ..(sound of 
10 "coins lie i rig tossed) ... only 5 heads - I wonder what that means? 

vOKeA X op tack "to fewrfctWy (issue 25} J fVe- f>r?c^ 
°f&> Voc\c- do**v - sorr-y aVaouV -fie +r.v*f>©rwy r<*^ 



MONTY 1 S NEWS AND COMMENT is brought to you by the pubPishers of the 
National LIFER - "if it's not in the LfFEK, we'll novor know why 11 

NE^S HAS COT.1E IN that Prince V, i I 1 i am Arthur Phillip Louis of i.ales 
is personally responsible Tor the Bri ti sh Pail and 1'inlur-roimd >itriko - 
After n.U, his name was announced on the first day of the stride. *,:aybe 
railroad types prefer the name "Butch. 11 

IS DIANA REALLY THE MOTHER OF THE NEW PRINCE? Nobody ever actually saw 
real medical evidence that she was pregnant. It' s nt»u/in(; what yon can 
do with a pillow and a lot of press. This opens up the question of 
who the true mother of frinco W is. The latest rumor is that f»ct;- are 
being taken at this moment in hotting shops across Britain, but the 
current strike has overshadowed this news. 

FLASHI IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION that the National LIFER was caught 
attempting to lay a fortune on the ident i ty of the mother of prince 
W of W (WOW). Obviously, with the recent news, nobody would c/un think 
of betting on Diana, now would they? Then again, how else can wo afford 
to put this rag out every time7 

CONTROVERSY IN CttEV/ : It seems that somebody scheduled the National Crow 
Championship at the end of the University of California's final exam 
week, putting said crow (ranked ^1) at a definite disadvantage for the 
race, which the team finished LAST in* 

Would somebody mind telling me what the differences arc between the 
original SPI and new Avalon Hill versions of FREEiXJlt IN TiJIJ GALAXY 
besides the obvious (e.g. mounted map, separate TRC, All-type counters)? 

Here's the latest "playlist" top-of-the-chart : in "computer games, M 
the big winner in Berkeley is ROGUE, a D&D-type game complete with 
numerous potions, staves, wands, rods, spells, and no less than -G 
varieties of monsters, including leprechauns (they steal your gold, 
which is the ONLY measure of success), nymphs (they steal magic rings, 
wands, etc.), rust monsters (tliat'p too bad for your armor), and 
mimics (those guys camof luguc t lionise Ives as doors and stairway*; - 
when you're running away from nasty things and you head for what looks 
like a door in the corner, have funl). It 1 k not quite available for 
your friendly neighborhood microcomputers as of yet, but keep waiting - 
I'm sure that Kuthy can talk the guy into anything; besides, as a Lust 
resort, we won't lot him play NUCLEAR V*AR. 

MORE NEWS FROM CREW : The old jtfrfW J*W^r high -school stroked home with 
the national high school B-mun crew title. That's the third national 
title in 6 years (add to the titles in baseball and rugby). 

fflffifffl STROKE, STROKE, STROKE, STROKE 
FILLER! Farms,, -in Berkeley? (that's the phrase used in E-nrkvloy Farns 
dairy commercials) Nell, why not? After all, there are goats r«»u:,img 
the streets of New York*.-. 

By the time you read this, ORIGINS will he over.... so it's saTu to put 
in one of these: PACIF1CON, the annual (except when pre-empted by 
PACIFIC ORIGINS) Labor Day bash out west, returns to the Dmifcy in San 
Mateo on September 3-5 (I think they meant 4-G). For information, 
write to PACIFICON", Box 5548, San Jose, CA 95150* Better hurry ~ onl; 
one month J eft I And if yon sec sonebody drinking out of a carton marked 
"DOG FOOD - NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION*', keep quiet - it's probably the 
b i.g boss ... * 



tWt e*t ttxis ?H*€ X 



JUST OUR LUCK The University of California DID got an invitation 

to Henley for the Regatta - and were put against the English National 
rowers. Better luck next year (maybe)* 

IN THE MEANTIME i there has been a rush of Guls applying for the guest 
spots- Sec the GAME OPENINGS for details. Note that two of the three 
received as of this writing read about it In EUROPA EXPRESS. That's 
from Gary Conghlan, 4G14 Martha Cole Lane, Memphis, TN 38118, and send 
a few stamps to Gary C for a sample* Expect EE to rank high in the 
Lccdcr Poll. -which Gary is boycotting. Did you ask Y.1IY? Well, John 
Leodor (605 15th Street NY*', Calgary, ALB T2E 1N9, CANADA} , who runs 
the poll (that's why it's called the Lecder poll - he also publishes 
?!UNKSTONIi; that's why it's sometimes called the RUNES TONE poll), decided 
to publish the results in DIPLOMACY '.VOKLD first* Since m only comes 
out every three months, this causes a slight delay, which irks Gory 
to no end. (Note that the extended deadline for the poll is July 51, 
and the deadline for articles in the next Dtf is two weeks later - even 
if it makes it in time, the results won't be received in our hands until 
mid-Septcmbor or so, instead of when they were supposed to be out - 
mainly, NOi/.) in response to this, Gary will not "plug, publicize or 
print tho results of any poll whose results are not available on an 
f'iual basis to all zines" (that's a direct quote from EE) . 

Now you know as well as I do (unless you're not Into the hobby - 
there ARK some of you) that Just about every 'zinc around will have 
the results of said poll (however, LOU was one of the very few that 
printed the REVISED results of the latest poll)* (This probably goes 
to show how much people REALLY care about the poll I) This probably 
means that Gary* n protest won't fall upon too many ears. Say, Gary, 
v.hy don't you run your own poll7 The Lecder poll is relatively new, 
=fter all, and even presidential election polls aren't done by one 
r;roup. I can just see it now. ••HIE CO LI OH LAN POLL J Maybe THE ELSIE POLL I 
Flow about THE PRESLEY F0LL1? 

AND SPRUCING OF POLLS, Michael Mills (26 Laurel Road, Sloatsburgh, NY 
10974) is running the EMINENT AWARDS • Just list what you think are 
the best 'iiine, GU, new 'zinc, most improved 'zine, best *zine for 
diplomacy, best for other games, the best Dip variant, the best 1 zine 
for hobby news, the best letter column, the best looking 'zine, and 
somebody who deserves the "Distinguished Service" award. Deadline is 
September 4. While you're at it, ask why LOM wasn't in the 1982 ZINE 
uTJ?ECTOHY. 

ALL RIGHT. . . .when I said "Speaking of polls," who immediately thought 
of John Michnlski? GHAUE, SHAME. 

MARK PAUL asks in a recent VOICE OF DOOM (Bruce Linsey, 24A Quarry Drive, 
Albany, NY 12205), "Why do so many game designers think that they can 
imitate the richness of DIPLOMACY by adding hundreds of rules to their 



games?" Tell me - if DIPLOMACY is so rich, how come it's unbalanced? 
YEb - it's another NATIONAL LIFER EXPOSE! To answer people who say, 
"Every country can win at Diplomacy" - every country can win at the 



original DATTLE OF THE BULGE and at 1TAR AT ^EA - it's just that some do 
it more often than others. ('./hen WAS was first played at ORIGINS, 
the Axis won twice as many times as the Allies. That « s balanced?) 
Tor those of you who think that rules are boring, try playing SPIES 1. 
Let's see what else Mark had to ask.... (I know I answered these questions 
in THE VOICE OF DOOM, but I think these are worthwhile questions that 
the LGM readers should look at) 

OOPS - there's no room left on this page. No room on its right, either. 

fW'S SO«. <&Ouwv Karc- us«& to 

tell ytM ft* is PK£ 3 



"IVhy does SPI pride Itself as being dedicated to realistic simulation, 
while coning out with such games as THE CREATURE THAT ATE SHEBOYGAN?" 

••*-*Tell me, what about THE CAMPAIGN FOR NORTH AFRICA and WAR IN THE 
PACIFIC? you can't get rri'ch more realistic. CNA» for example, 
requires placement of EVERY INDIVIDUAL, TANK* GUN AND AIRPLANE 
(plus individually-rated fighter pilots) at ail times on a map 
from Tunis to the Suez Canal t 

"How come a great game such as A HOUSE DIVIDED comes in such a big box 

when its contents could fit in a record album cover?" 
***+*! had the same trouble from GDW with YALU* Not everybody knows 
what a 1-inch thick box is* 

"When in the world is THE GAME OF LIFE going to die out?" 

*****Lct me put it this way - in the past year, I've seen ONE commercial 
from Milton Bradley - guess what they were pushing? 

"I low come excellent sports games such as WIN » PLACE & SHOW go unplaycd 
while hundreds of stupid baseball and football games sell like hot cakes?" 

*****Hundreds of stupid baseball and football games arc based on real 
statistics reflecting the most recent season and don't get old 
quickly. If there tvas a way to rate each horse in any given real 
race, and more than six arc allowed to run (somehow) in any given 
race, WP&S will bo worth playing- If it wasn«t for ALL-STAR REPLAY, 
I'd never play WP&S. 

"EMPIRES OF THE MIDDLE AGES has a simple yet elegant combat system, but 

(Mark thinks) it's easier to split the atom with a toothbrush. " 
*****CAMPAIGN FOR NORTH AFRICA has a simple yet elegant combat system. 
Need I say more? 

Now for some game-player spotlights,-.. 

THE MAII JONGG PLAYER loves those titles, which sell for $GO. The game 
is luck and IOO*S boring. 

**+**So true, 

THE TIfcAVELLEH PLAYER still uses swords & daggers in 5000 A « D . , mainly 
because the game is D&D with a bit of Buck Rogers thrown in. 
•"•••No. D&D allows characters to learn more as the game progresses. 
TRAVELLER doesn't. Play UNIVERSE instcadj 

THE SCRABBLE NUT studies his dictionary for "ttyfil" and "xyotlc". 

•••**It's easier to play CAMPAIGN FOR NORTH AFRICA but SCRAMBLE 

players don 1 t get writer' s cramp. 

THE SIMULATION GAMER hopes to learn how to play his game within one year. 
Then both he and the designer will know how to play it. 

•••••I will admit that most monster games are never played out by the 
designers , but not every game requires an encyclopedia of rules a 

THE CANASTA NUT had to actually think about a play last week. 
'••••There are two games played in Berkeley - bridge and Diplomacy. 
(Not including KILLER or computer games or D&D-typo things) 

THE FANTASY ROLE -FLAYER shells out money for new adventures every week. 
He calls classic wargarnes sick ant] violent, but sees nothing wrong with 
clubbing a dwarf to death* 

*****ReallyI Not only do I not buy adventures (I actually rolled up 

an entire universe - with moons - for UNIVERSE) , but I see nothing 
wrong with either FRPing or "adventure gaming" (wargaming). 

The FINAL TYPE.,,. the WORST OF ALL (according to Mark)*., is on the next 
page. 

2* Ac tU. worst ki«A 



THE TEJiSON VillO FLAYS "LIFE" , *MASTl£RPIECE!* t AND OTHER GAMES VmiCH REQUIRE 
A ROOM TEMPERATURE IQ will, no doubt , marry a canasta player sometime. 
*****Nobody keeps on playing those gomes, except for "pro Monopoly 
players. " 

Mark forgot the SUPREMIiLY tt'OKST GAM1£R OF ALL..., the BACKGAMMON CONVERT, 
This is somebody who started playing Backgammon only after it became 
fashionable, I occasionally play the game myself — however* how many 
of you have heard of Tim Holland, world Backgammon champion in the 
early 1970s? Almost as bad: chess players. During every world chess 
championship (those things are VERY political - look at Victor Korchnoi), 
each man gets an average of 16 minutes per move for the first 236 hours I 
I * m surprised that the winner's National Anthem isn't played after each 
match I However t they ARE professionals, Just like backgammon types* 
Gambling is obviously more widespread in backgammon, thanks to "the 
doubling cube" (each game starts at a value of "1"; either player may 
raise it to 2 — after that , the player who didn 1 t make the last double 
may double the point value, and his opponent may accept the double or 
concede the game at the current point level). How to get rid of 
gambling? Got rid of the doubling cube* That'll probably get rid of 
backgammon. If you want to gamble, though, play poker. 

You never see gambling in Diplomacy, now do you? 

Let's hope that DIPLOMACY never becomes a fad. ...on the other hand, 
there'll be $25,000 tournaments, and we (well, not myself, but other 
hobbyists) will clean up I 

DICHOTOMY? 

Good night | 

VONtW^-WIAT-DICIIOTOMY-MEANS-m^ 



I just heard from ORIGINS .... let < a near it for the NEW CHAMP*. 
*****•*•***«*••****•••* KONRAD BAUMEISTER 

In other nou s , . . . FIX I FIXI The Byrne-Hanson feud ended in a TIE! 
(For Pete Timlyn typos; it was a DRAW} Meanwhile, the big feud news 
is lloO. v/alkcr vs. Knthy Byrne with others thrown in. Seems Rod took 
liathy's agreement with Gary Coughlan's feelings about the Lecder Poll 
too seriously. Rod, it seems, PAID John Leetler for the right to 
print the Jesuits first. (This is what I think happened; I got my info 
rrau ViHITi^TONLk) I didn't get the big details - ask somebody who was 
there. In Diplomacy, Kathy Byrne's performance in the tournament was 
described as "awful" (or was it "miserable") - I think it had something 
to do with a concession to Eric Ozog, but it was a had connection to 
NYC . Meanwhile , John Caruso All. TOST comes through. in the next issue 
of LOM, we'll see what Hod Walker says at F AC I FICON. 

Yes, r'll bo at PACIFICON, but I doubt VERY much that I'll be in the 
Diplomacy tournament . I might stop by and see hoiv th J ngs are doing 
dipwiso. Let's hope I get a room this time (it CAN'T be sold out). 
V/hich reminds nc..,lcs'5 than a month before PACIKICON happens 1 P.O. 
Box 3548, San Jono, CA 95150 gets the information. If we're lucky, 
it'll be ROUND 2 of THE DIPPERS V3. DIPLOMACY Y;OHLD, (If we're REALLY 
lucky, that V/ON'T happen.) Lots of action. ... thrills* ... suspense. . 
Diplomacy. ... too bad it's only FACI FICON, or maybe we'd get some of 
these things. No cannon salute for Baumclstcr, though* * . *I"m saving 
up for the 1312 Overture with cannon for a special 4 A.M. concert in 
Phyllis Byrne's ffrfefgf room.,.. 

block, fro** vitae. X My copies - 

ok THE Sr**£ hAH ! (f*G£ 5) 



I wonder what 5 heads out of 10 dons moan? Tn an upcoming MONTY, we'll 
h;ivc ttie usual stuff, some more UlP 110* 7L action, sonc more news and 
comment , a lot of filler, the PACTFICON report (which will nroiK'hly 
nlyo appear in TII^ VOICIS LF 1J0UT.T, albei t i n slightly t?i f ror-.-nt f urn) > 
maybe a game review or tn-o , probably some *zine roviuivs, ami noire other 

I'm typing this section aftor DTP BO.VL, ;ind I'm trying to sp;ico it right, 
T was going to run n iiniz t but all of the gond question? v. ere upoJ up 
for DIP BOWL. 
"I heard that" 
Who said that? 

"Jerry Jones, from Pasadena, CA. . ..Jack Masters, who thought he'd finish 
the season before retiring from Valencia, CA.«.«Kod Walker, from 
Encinitas , CA. . . .Ron Brown,- from Baiters field , CA* * ♦ * those aro the varsity 

dippers from the defending champion SuUTJlKUN CALIFuIiNLa [JlPSY-IJOOPLKlEi 

Bruce Linsey, from Albany, NY.... Mike Earno, from mediocre capital 

of the world, Endwell* NY.**. Tom Solder, and just to prove his point, 

I*ra also from Emlwell, NY Hob Hyatt, from Springfield, NY - or, MO--,, 

and those are the varsity dippers from the I'JNIX.ItlLLIAN SOCIETY UF 

MI-JIJIOCIHTY -It's time" to match stabs vith the champions in 

America's favorite game with plastic pieces, the varsity sport of the nonth, 






another .sure way to use up space — 
large logos 



The twelfth game of the 1982 V.UPXD CHAMPIONSHIP ToUKNAM^NT comes to you 
almost LIVE from Berkeley, CA,,.«, 

(TWEEiilST) "And there's the opening whistle - the bonus is worth 30 
points, now here's the first tossup: we might as well start off with 
a Diplomacy question- For 10 easy points, how many articles in Lew 



Pulsipher's four-part series in TIIK GENEJiAL were printed?" (Pause) 
(Pause) "Any takers? No? Well, only three- 1 ' (DU^ZZ) "-just a fraction 
late ; three art ieles appeared" 

Linsey blurts out, "I was about to say that - we teachers deserve -.OiMii 
mercy." (Loud booing from the audience) 

"Here's the next tossup: no moans now - in KINQ.LAKE1E, what river 

determines the urea-(KliiilNG) " 

" Uipsy-Doodlers , './nlker. . . . .The Thames?" 

"Nope, and there's a 5-point penalty - as I was saying, v.-hat river 
determines the a rca where the Warden of the Northern—" (BU*jZ^) 
"ESM ^ryatt • * * ■ The Tees" 

"I'll drink to that - didn't he say tea? Oh, well, here's trie bonus. 
For 30 points, ALL Oil NOTHING, begin at the upper left corner of a 
Diplomacy map and name the country names on the edge go ins clockwise-" 
"What's 'clockwise'? Wc*re used to digital!" 

"Never mind. .... .Germany, Russia, Turkey, Anstria-I'imgary , Italy, 

X bad to *h*tck flacac 1o<v«k*. fk*. 

roiucho** becoVac of 1k. fire- -fVaV: 



France , and England. " 

Commont from the SCDD: '".mat luck." 

"Maybe, but it's worth 30 points. The next bonus is also worth 30, 
and here' s the tossup: multiply the number of armies that start a 
DIPLOMACY game on the nap by the number of Crown Cards each player 
gets in a four-player KINGMAKER game , and add this sum to the maximum 
number of supply centers a person controls in a DIPLOMACY game that 
ends with three survivors and the person mentioned did NOT win, nor was 
there a draw or concession* For lO points-" {RIZKRING) 
"Dipsy— Doodlcrs , Masters* * . * 136" 

"Five point penalty* . * . ESM> for 10 points , double this result , and what 
do you get?" (BUZliliS) 
"USM, Linsey*,..aiJ£' 

"What a coincidence; that's what you get if you double Masters' guess.***" 
- TNTEPJiUPT-TlI IS-GAME^I^JR-AN-ATWOUNCEMENT- IT ' S-NOT-IiXACTl.Y-IMPOnTANT-DUT-V.'HAT-TH: 

I've got some good news and some bad news... .HIE GOOD NEWS: Marion Bates 
LIVES ON! THE CAD NEYVS : That's more than can be said for PLAGUE TIMES. 
There goes another trade*. ..but seriously, folks, PLAGUE TIMES was an 
excellent * zine (while it lasted) . No, I don' t say that about all of 
the folds - take BORN TO DIP, for example. And at least Morion comes 
out and says that he's folding, unlike Dave Manuel and his "REMOTE 
chance of folding"* or Steve Shaddix and his "I never said anything 
about how often TIEE WHITE DUKE comes out". 

As per the standard tradition, MARION BATES gets the official LIFE OF 



As an EXTRA SPECIAL BONUS , ail f ederal/municipal/of f icial buildings 
on the MARION BATES planet {the closest planet to Beta Comae, as listed 
in the OFFICIAL 3D6 GUIDE TO PLANETS which was written by, of course, 
myself, with a little help from "SPI's" UNIVERSE) will remain closed 
for a period not to exceed 15 rotations about the planet's axis (I know 
Ian Engle got 90, but DIPLOMACY types only merit 15 according to common 
law) * * 

And now, back to the game... .the ESM holds a 25S-205 lead with scant 
seconds remaining* ..** "and here's the next tossup: all armies are equal 
in DIPLOMACY, but army units in THE GUNS OF AUGUST—" {ERRING) 
"Dipsy— Doodlcrs , Masters. • . .England has the strongest armies" 
"Exactly, and here's the 20- point bonus: for lO points each, what two 
SCs begin with vowels?" 

"Edinburgh and, er, uh, urn, A-ANKARAI" 

"Did you hear that answer, or should he speak up? That's right, and 
here's the next tossup: every major power in Dip has three non— SC 
provences except for two — for 10- H (BU^ZZZ.) 

"ESM, Swider.,, Russia BlttJX, why did you elbow me?" 

"Time - we needed TY/Q, and that'll cost 5-" (RUI.RING) 
"Dipsy-Doodlers, Jones* .Russia and Turkey" 

"That's right, and you've cut their lead to 5 points, with a 30-point 
bonus coming: in the gome SPIES1 , each secret is given a specific point 
value from 1 to 5 based on its importance . For 30 points , there is ONE 
secret worth 5 points - what?" 

(They're obviously in a hurry) "Let's put it this way - what's SPIES?" 



MONTY cannon salute* 





"The answer is the A-bomb, and here's the tossuji: break out your 
crystal balls. ... Tor 10 points, the previous page of THE NATIONAL 
LIFER marks what milestone?" (KliRIilNG) 

"Oipsy-Doodlers , Walker . • . • It was the 3O0th page of LOM ever" 
H JIe MUST be God to know that one (TIVEKK^RT) and there's the final 
whistle. . . . it • s officiall The final score is 250 for the Endwellian 
Society of l.iediocrity to 255 for the Southern California Uipsy- 
Doodlers. The SCDD v.ins I " 

By the way, that WAS the 300th page of LIFE OF MONTY printed. That 
ends the uuarter-f inal round of this year's tournament. Next time, 
the STARS & BARS (Hike Conner, Peggy Gemignani, Gary Coughlan , and John 
Daly) meets the WHITESTONIA INSTITUTE OF NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST (Itnthy 
Byrne, Dave Grabar, John Crruso, and Steve Heinowskl); after that. * 
the DIPLOMATIC OLD GUARD (Robert Sacks, John Uoardtnan, Allan Calhamer, 
and Doug Bcyerlein) meets the SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DIPSY-DQODLEP^S 
(Jerry Jones, jack Liasters, Rod '.Talker j and Ron Brown). The winners 
moot for this year's WOULD ClLU'PIONSIIIP. There's one hitch: there are 
three games remaining, whereas there are four issues left in this year. 
(If you're lucky, I Can pull the fourth issue to early January 1983.) 

-FOOTBALL— FGO TO A LL-FOO TB ALL - FLA TUR I NG - TI 1 E- LOS -ANGELES-TRAI TORS - 1— MEAN- RA I DERS - FU NN 

Did you notice that both of the meetings between the Raiders and 

the Super Bowl champion San Francisco 49crs will be in iJnn Francisco? 
And speaking of football-*.*.. 



That's right. .JOE KAPF, ex-Cnl quarterback who led the Golden Pears to 
their last Rose Bowl win (in 1938), is hack as coach to lead the Blue ft- 
Gold out to their 101st season - even though two of our stars left the team. 
In yet another LOM space-using tradition, we proudly present the 1961! 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE, . . . 

Oops — it won't fit on this page* IVell, nobody's perfect. Anyway, 
it's one hel luva lot bettor than printing the local high school football 
schedule, although some Southern California types might notice Sir Francis 
Drake Migh School on that schedule; that' s the school that tool: top 
honors at the state Boy?; AND Girls Si'iall-School Basketball tournament. 
But who cares? It ' almost football scasonl 
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1**2 UAJTVeeSXTY OF CM-XFOftAGA 
(feerU4ey , CM FOOTBALL. SCH£hOL£ 

lj L -d't Color»\4o 
i& - SAM blfi^O STATC 
25 - AfcXZOAJ* STAT€ 
2 - WKSHIMCrTOM STATE 
<\ — q"t Wodw^jto* 

15- UCLA 

"30 - ct Orejo* StaU 

/W^ber (o - tft USC 

1Z> - WKSH JWCrTO^ STATE 

No to that USC is on NCAA probation this year, hut the game counts anyway* 
Don't count on any TV coverage, though. Isn't this great? The centennial 
opening homo game is against - SAN DIEGO STATE? You wanted a guaranteed 
victory, huh, ICapp? 'Vliy don't wo play Oregon or Northwestern that day? 
(Last year's tv.'o victories wore against Arizona (14-13) and Oregon State 
(45-3) (yes, we won by 42 l*OINTS) (it© also didn't play Oregon* who's 
just as had as their neighbor) ~ 

£?3?3?$?S?$7$?S7&?£?S? HAVK YOU ttisKKV/ED LATiiLY S?S?3?3?3?<J?4J?£?$?37;f?$?37$?$?s 




La Grange park, IL 60525. 



The game openings won" t fit in this white space » so I'm tolling you 
xn case you're wondering why the game openings aren't here* 



aft issjc or this - P*»e °i 




Announcing , for the first time in a long 
while, DIPLOIIACY GAF.E OPENINGS I 
DON'T GO AWAY - I have guest GMs willing 
to do the job - take your choice. 

DICK MARTIN. . . . $1 game fee, with deadlines one week before mine (i.e. 

about three weeks from ■zinc publication to deadline)* 
Seven openings . 

MARK KELLER. . . * 9536 Shumtvay Drive, Orangevale, CA 95662* The guy sounds 

new, but oven John Daly was new once. Details unknown* 
Seven openings. 

J. MEINEL (I'm not sure what his first name is).*..22440 Benson Road SE, 

Apt. E-3, Kent , 1VA 5)8031. This guy says lie *s been in the 
hobby for about a year, and takes from 1511 , VOd, EE, and 
LSD, so he claims he 1 s good* 7 openings. I wonder what 
his first name is 7 

Jlfllri MICIIALSKI - ... I thought he wanted to open a game, but he sent no 

a new sub check. In case he docs, he prefers £3 or C 4 
game fee, and the games are run separately from LOW 
with 2 or 3-week deadlines. (LATE V/ORD - he doesn't) 

If you want to enter a game or games, contact ME and not the individual 
GM» Each GT.I con use his own house rules if ho desires. 



We've lost another one, apparently. Another one licked* Another one 
bites the dust, Monday, June 20 - a date which will live in infamy. 
Our old friend and comcrai!e t DICK MARTIN s has gone on to bigger and 
better things. He has taken that giant leap for- ard. No, Dick did not 
pass away - it • s the fate V.'OKSE than that. You guessed it. Dick went 
and got himself a bride * Congratulations to Dick and Alic — 

What do you MEAN, he married JULIE GLASS? Well, congratulations to 
Dick and Julie Martin (how about Julie Glass-Martin) (I'm certainly 
not going to say "Mr. and Mrs. CKUD" , "Bride of CRUD" * etc*). 
Another peer into the crystal boll. . . .1 can see the name "Dick r.Mrtin 
Jr. (alias CRUD and son) 1 ' listed as Turkey in 95CN (that's o Boardman 
number for a future game) in LOM #!QO some 13-14 years from now. 
Which brings up. - . . 

WAYS TO BRING UP YOUNG KIDS SO THAT THEY'LL KNOW BETTER UIiSN FACING 
DIPLOMACY 1IATTEHS 

1. Play lots of University of California fight songs - thi.s way, they* 11 
learn to hate all things that are red, especially Austria. V,"e don't 
want the young ones to start off on the wrong foot* 

2. Do NOT get them interested in 20th Century European History. If they 
learn the truth about the comparative strengths of Russia and Turkey 
in 1901, forget about DIPLOMACY. Also, if they realize that there 
was a B IGGElt and BETTER V/orlrt V/ar, break out V.'AR AT SEA, sit back, 
and hope that they" 11 realize that DIPLOMACY means something. (Morst 
wargaiacrs HATE "area-movciacut" (no hexes) games) 

3. Don't show them any tops (the kind that spin). Any college student 
knows that physics exams are loaded with questions about then, because 
they drive physics PHDs crazy, and we don't want any more like JB 

the PHD on our hands — once is enough 1 

4. Y.'ait a long while before letting them in on TlIS FACTS - that Grog 
Costakyian designed SPl's S'.VU::DS & SORCERY, that Steve Heinowski 

does*'treeA Dus ffJbC 30- 



was rated fifth in the Aval on Hill AREA ratings for wargamers - back 
in 197G, when DIPLOMACY and KINGfclAKER weren't allowed to be played 
for AREA points, that there are multi-player games EASIER than Diplomacy 
(but even bPIESl has its ajbeguity— is Rome a port?), and that even I 
make mistakes - if John Boardman is 56 and his parents Just celebrated 
their 50th anniversary , something ■ s fishy. 

5. OK, I didn't mean that one JB is enough. I meant, one AT A TIME. 

6. Ignore such useless facts as: despite having a 2—9 season last year, 
Cul's football team (with a 1-4 home record) OUTSCORED their opponents 
at homo by 19 points] Now, that's to every one of you, 
especially Esinco they were outscored on the road by more than lOO 
points. Strun&c that a team that beat Cal by one point beat a team 
thut beat Cnl 28-0*(i.c. Washington - Wash. State). 

7. MOST IMPORTANT I There is absolutely NO way number 7. 

8. EVEN MOi?E IMPORTANT THAN NUMBER 71 LIVE IN THE EAST 1 When people 
like Scott Hanson know about I>ick Martin's wedding and I don't — 
that proves my point. Besides, of the past 8 ORIGINS (there have 
only been B) , seven have been in the east — and the eighth wasn't 
very good. ALSO — even when uipCon happens (every once in a blue 
moon or so) to be out west, nobody seems to give a damn in hell or 
high water about it, unless you happen to live out here OK you're 
I.:ark Berch/I2i chard Kovalidt/somebody who feels like flying out here. 
IV e ' re jus t second-class dippers out here ■ It's so bad that the JLas 
Vegas Diplomacy Vforld Championship would be held in Atlantic Cltyl 
Then again, look at John Michalski — he may NEVER see a DipConJ 

0. About number 8. . - -actually, the only "national champion" that people 
actually HEARD about (thanks partly to the controversy caused by 
a tiny umbogui ty in the Durapas scoring system) was Ron Brown (thw 
American version - as you recall, I was his FIRST ally (maybe second) 
on the way to the title, before I was pinned in by surrounding 
armies), who won in Californial Besides, there are virtually no 
hurricanes out west I Droughts, maybe. Flooding, probably. JiJodflies, 
'.veil, we don't have to worry — Jerry Brown isn't running for governor* 
He's moving away from here to a place where he can't do much harm — 
he'll be a senator in Washington, DC, If you're ever in DC, say 
hello to liar bar a Boxer (congressman (even though she's a woman, I 
like the tern "congressman") from the sixth district of California, 
formerly held by John Turton, brother of the person who redesigned 
the con^ruRiiional districts (Boxer and Burton are democrats - Burton 
recently dcciOcd not to run Tor ro— election, and Boxer won the democratic 
prinnry))L Toll her that I sent you - it's a miracle, but she's the 
congressman from a place called. .well , you've seen Sue Martin and 
"Where in the hell is Slippery Rock?"? How about Boxer und "V.'here 
in the hell is . . . . GHEENIUtAE , CA7"l? (Sound familiar?) 

lO. Ilo-.v do I knov: that she's r^oing to win? seems that Burton (Phil, 

not John) drew the sixth district so that it includes al 1 of Marin 
County plus the city of Vallejo and ;i strip of San Francisco and 
Daly City (south of 3F) * Note that Vallejo and Marin County are 
nowhere NEAR each other - but , since the districts touch somewhere 
in ijF liiiy , they're "connected". 13 y no coincidence, the district 
is IicaviLy democratic • (?]y the way , the people of Cvl ifornia voted 
to liavo the districts redrawn AGAIN for the 1034 elections.) 





ANOTHER RATING £j YUTEM7 ? But THIS one lias a twist J 

For every game, one player for cnch country gets a rating. 
There are two parts; the first part treats all countries 
oquully , and the second yives ext ra points to coun trios 
that hoj.pun to bo harder to win with. {Or haven't you 
noticed that UIPLOJ.TACY is not perfectly balanced?) 
IVkitT ONE : Divide the juaximuiii number of SCs controlled 
(controlled after any Fall/Autumn) by 18 and multiply 
by SO (but this Is never more than 50 , even if the country 
had more than 18 SCs at the end); then, divide the number 
of winter seasons the country lasted ( inc luding a "winter" 
which wasn't played because a country gained its 18th LiC 
in the proceeding f all ) by t ho total number of winters T 
arid multiply by 50- (Note that a winter when a country was reduced to 
zero SCs doesn't count as a winter the country "l-isted" ; ulso, any 
country with at least one SC in the lust winter before the ^nmc ends 
gets 50 points , obviously, ) Add these together , and add the sum to 50 
tines the number of Calhamer joints earned. (Therefore, a country with 
an 18-SC win always gets ISO points here; also , an IB— LiC win is worth 
more than a concession to the ivirner.) 

l'AKX TWO: The tough part. Note t'-at only -.-snos reported in ^ViraY'nilNG 
are rated- Each issue of E gets its own set of FFs (Finite Factors). 
(NOTES Issues 49—52 have the same FFs . ) To dot ermi no each country ' s 
FF, count the number of games in the given issue of li and the prev iou s 
three Issues. Then t from these games, determine each country's Oalhamor 
l'oint Count (i.e. total points divided by panics - the smn of all seven 
averages is one) average per game, and dotornine how many standard 
eifEors (SEs) away frou the "balanced uvoragc" (i.e. 1/7) each country 
is. TO do is , subtract 1/7 f ro« the country 1 s point average , and divide 
this by the SE (tvhich is 1/7 of the square root of (G divided by the 
nunber of games)). Note that if the country's point average it; leu;; 
than 1/7 , the result is negative . I'm 1 1 i A .' \r* t '-.i s rutuU l.y -0.2 (tint's 
right - NEGATIVE 0.2) and add one. 

A person's FFR for a game is the prouuet of parts one and tvo$ a person's 
total FFR i s the average of the ^ai.ie FFlls of all £:":ies the per s on p lay ed 
that v:ore reported as ended in any of the fouj^ prev i ous issues of li. 
To appear in the TOi* TiiN in LO?,l, you must liavc p 1 ay ed in ;it leas t 2 ^awos 
that qualify; keep in mind that a no ti— conceded Iiu:>Liait via in i£ //o2 is 
worth 102*29, while the sane win as Italy is worth 200.0GI Thr-t's how 
bad Italy isj (At least for now....) 

And now for the TOP TENi 1. Dave Clanan (2 gancs) , l'J2.89 
2- Kathy Dyrne (5), 133.23 3. John Vogel (2), 133. 

4. Jack Masters (8), 120.79 5. Jeff Kichnond (2), 12 I.1G 

G- ^ill Dryg (3), 121.87 7. ,U .'careen (2), 120.83 

8. Ji.in Lnivnicaak (3) , 110*27 Gre- Hashciv (■"), 11D„0G 

10. Wade Fowble (2), 110.03 

jU;u-Nu:;-roiMiur.iaT]iiNG^^ 

V/ant some GOOD game openings? Sjend a £3A3E to liod V.alkor, "Alcala", 1273 
Crest Drive, Iincinitas T CA 02O24, and ask for the latest l-O^T^VKJIIIA.. You 
new pubbcrs - usk for the J'oNTICV^aJlA iA'i>rU:Z.;i£NT» which contains a list 
of "new blood" j probably i.iainly youn^, naive diapers just as!an^ for it 
(i.e. suckers for your 'zinc)* Contributions to HoC are most welcome* 

D'^I^ASED: Don "Miller Numbers 1 ' Miller- V/c'll miss him. (I suppose...*) 
I'd ^ive him a cannon salute, but there's a one— p er— LO.' .'. rule; besides, 
I promised Diclc & Julio one - ; oli can uau Marion's if you wish* 



f*o€ lives on 



* S oS ANOTHER ENDING - AND ANOTHER 

S | -°| 5 ! I S • ! FIKST FOR LOM? 

000 o coco o«« o*m« OOO * ^ ... 

000* S 00 SSS t Dick Martin, claiming tliat 

£ «oo S „.S„ S S So^c* S«o W o ooSm this came is no contest, 

resigned - whicli legalized 
the A/T drow, which, because NOBODY sent in orders, PASSED. HOV/EVER, 
Turkey is in CD I That's right - somebody split a draw with a CD power I 
Since Dave Carter was the last Turkish player, I assume he splits the 
draw with I.;ika Unrno. Here's the result: 

GAMSt 811'rb21 (Second Chance Dip) ZINT3: LIFE OF MONTY 

GT.l: Don Del Grande PLAYERS AUSTRIA: Ajike Da mo (DRAW F '04). 

ENGLAND : Miko Roltin* FRANCE: Mark Lew (resicnetl F '01), CD. 
GTiUANY; Diet; Fiartin (res S •04)* ITALY ; Richard Carlson (dro S '02), 
CD throu-'i F 1 012, Bill Hu E h (r«s S *04). RUSSIA; Jeff Noto (res F ' Ol) , 
CD through F *02, Jaraos Dauglierty. Turkey: Dave Carter (res F ■ 03) , 
CD (URA:/ F *04)* 

Ol 02 03 

AUSTRIA 5 5 5 * denotes 1 short 

ENGLAND 3 14 
FKAIJCE 3 2 1 ***** denotes FIVE short 

GERMANY 5 7 12***** 

IT \LY 3 3 4* 

RUSSIA 5 3 1 

TURKEY 4 G 7* 

-^ND-0FW*-I^B:Ainr-nEAN3VnU.T^ 
. , ,?. r ark Russell 

„S c°p 0 000 o S UMT. EH/FALL 1905*... IT'S GETTING CLOSE 

4> e o a o o # 

l° 00 l I Italy didn't retreat, and go he loses his only 

*»«*«*** S unit . 

A If STRIA (Lucas): A Ven-TYO, A MUN-Ber , A Ser-RUM (s A BUD, A Dal ) (A Bui 

dislodged and can retreat to SER, OTB) , F Ion— AEG , 
A Rom-NAP, A Vie-BOH 

FRANCE C.7in-er): A Yor-IFOL (c F NTH), F EDI & F ENG S F Nth, A RUh— KIE 

(s F HEL), A Bur-RUlI, A Spa-MAlt, A Tus-PIE, F TUN II 

RUSSIA (Sherwood): F Kic~Ber fann) , A DEN If, A Arm— 3MY (s A CON), 

~ Ukr-&\L" (s A WAR), a Run— BUL (s F BLA) , 
F rJury-NV.'G, F Nwg-CLY, F SKA S A Den 

TURKEY (CD) has F EAS and F ORE; F Smy was dislodged & removed 
SUPPLY CENTER CHART FOR V; INTER 1905 

AUSTRIA s Home, Sor, Rom, Etun, Vert, HjtJt, NAP, RUT! - 9, build 1 or 2 
FRANCE: Homo, Spa* Por , Lvp, Lon, EtU , Del, Pol, TUN, KIE - 12, build 2 
ITALY 1 - 0, out 

RUSSIA; Home, Swo, Ni*y» Ank, Den, Ber, , FjM, HUL, SMY - 11, even 

TURKEY; Con, Gro, - 2 

AUTUMN and '.V INTER 1903 nnO SITING 1906 nre dno by SKl'TCtlB^R 2. Pros*: 

Xt'S OA f<*}e 

/WVy, PAi&C 13 i& pay. 



AUiaTRlA-RUOSIAs No, I haven't boon sleeping around. I've bci-n too 

preoccupied wondering v/hut you and rrnnce arc up to. Franco is 
just lamenting the scarcity of elvcpinf; partners. In other words, 
he 1 s not Getting any. 1 

PARIS: please note that the Groat French Enb.xssv is settled and receiving 
mnil iit: P.O. EO;: 130-13, D ^V;^., CO UO^Ol/ 

F^IANCB-KUUGIA & AUSTRIA: Whut .ire v.-c go ins to do now that the cusy part 
is almost over? 

FRANCE : The French ewperor Ikis announced that lie 1:- sick of fiah & 

chips and is developing a taste Tor v.-oiner schni.t/.el, kippers, 

pizza, borscht, and v.-hatovor Turlc*i eat. 
MCS-VIKt Sorry to do thio, but with. not huarinj from -on tbi;: season 

and anti-::iissian move (r; ) hi.-jt POL-sor M v.'hat else could I Co? Jn-.t 

k'^ttin^ def onsivc. . , . 

'I^UI^-LTKE-TIITC-aUJR-lS-GE^ ■j_;; U -r_->-.jr -m-^t 

£ o- -s- ;„ | - s s » c s s— • s—. Tur-\ o - d-.tii 
I* ! ! -| 1 OM I S S £ S So° S £ S f in ; tt; ..i:> 
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nccordin^ to the rules, any prisoners (nobles, that is) not immediately 
ransomed back arc executed at the end of the turn - thus. UJUl/SY- 
HASTINGS, PERCY, CR0J.;.;ELL, and ri.^\TAG^CT-YOUK are dead. Also, 
LE ROSE lands at Chichester. 

GRCY and LE HOSE (Chichester )~£20-s2Li-s24-Continent 
GREYS TROICE , HERDEUT, and STANLEY (m30)-m3G-N^- castlo-Chirkfe 
BEAUFORT and COURTENAY remain in w3I 
LE LUCAS remains in Ualdon 
LE S'.i'AN remains in Caister 

HERKSLEY, HOLLAND, IIOWBRAY, N3VXU.E, STAFFORD* nnd TALUQT refill t t 
Coventry(c) 

BERKELEY et al siege Coventry. The siege succeeds (C + ,T\*JT1,U1 "HE-1 round) 
arid Margaret is grabbed. With the exception of Richard of Gloucester, 
all living royal heirs are controlled by Berkeley and company. Jiov.evor, 
none of them are crowned - and George dies because they've ov.no;! heir; 
or both houses for the Unit. 

TURN 9 CROWN CARD* 

TUIaN 10 EVENTS: Parliament MUST bi> summoned; French Raid - .nr^on of the 
Cinque Ports to Rye with 2 ships; Storms At Sou: French Sicee- 
Captain of Calais to Calais. 

Remember that BERKELEY is the Captain of Calais! Should ho answer the 
call, he can enter & take Richard - should this happen, that faction 
controls all of the nobles. Also* the event calls come before the 
Parliament - speaking or which, Mi?;e La Beau dren- the card and nnjics 
the site of Parliament. ALSO, iron Id the player(s) controlling the 
nobles-owning faction tell me who owns which nobles - the pl;iycr ov.nin^ 
the sole surviving royal heir (that happens to bo crov.netl) v.- ins the ir.i'no. 
Pros e • . . . GLASS ONION-CLACK HAND: binco I have not heard from you, I'm 
ordering exactly as you suggested last time. 

The location of parliament and nobles attending ore due by SEPTEMBER 2. 
X use the JEAVDi parliament system, u-liich will be explained on the next 
page. 



Mo+ o*. tkis piv&e it. tkanVv 



PiJRL.IAT.EiNT IlULl^i: ,.c*vc s onu through the "call upon players to name 
nobles attorn.- ins & location of parliament" bit* Next issue, 
I'll publish the location and who's attending , plus the total 
nnniiLT of attending votes in each house, and the list of cards in 
Chancery™ The four eligible nominators , according to the rules > 
each name their nominees for the titles/offices; should one player 
lie eligible to nominate more than once, said playor(s) should make 
as many lists of nominees as necessary. After that* the 
no mi nut i oni; are listed in order (a 1 1 nominations are listed at 
once). Then, the vote takes place (and the players list which 
nob return to their home cast les ) * This way, v/c don" t go 

through an unbelicvcablc number of turns in case it takes four 
mnnrl.s of voting. (Thanks to Glenn Uverby for thinking these up) 

SREM TO HAVE SOME ADDITIONAL ROOM LEFT OVER I HOPE TO GET A PICTURE FEATURE !LN 

It sccjis that tlie serai-expected story about the Flushing girl who 
was visited by 1ST- type aliens ivho were punished for not cleaning up 
tin: i r rooms and provod their point in Flushing (let 1 s face it — no 
mere hunan little girl can make THAT much of a mess to a room) didn't 
make the deadline - \.hieh is QIC, since I i-anted to put it on the cover, 
but the cover's been printed. 3ee this amazing story - and the picture 
proof of this ^ rl'.s room (she shall remain nameless - but her initials 
are PIS anil her not her lias this thing about vanning as Italy) (well, 
sbeMl be mine less in THIS issue) - in the next NATIONAL LIFliJt (which 
could very well be the last one), ivhich , hopefully, will cone out right 
after PACIFICON, which ends on September 6. Sorry about the long wait 
for this one - I miscounted the length of time before the deadline* 

Now to r.;nsv.-ur a question - no, I will NOT fold when the two games 
currently running end. And yes, I WILL change the ribbon before the 
next issue comes out- I'n not planning on entering the Diplomacy 
tournament at the :iu;:t iACIFlCON, but I might stop by & watch the action, 
(i;esi i!es , a score of aero will he my best yet 1 ) 
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